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Research in Critical Thinking


 
The Center conducts advanced research and disseminates information on critical
thinking.

Each year it sponsors an annual International Conference on Critical Thinking
and Educational Reform. It has worked with the College Board, the National
Education Association, the U.S. Department of Education, as well as numerous
colleges, universities, and school districts to facilitate the implementation of
critical thinking instruction focused on intellectual standards.

The following three studies demonstrate:

1. the fact that, as a rule, critical thinking is not presently being effectively taught at the high school, college and
university level, and yet

2. it is possible to do so.

To assess students' understanding of critical thinking, we recommend use of the International Critical Thinking
Test as well as the Critical Thinking Interview Profile for College Students
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/resources/PDF/Interview%20Questions%20for%20Students.pdf). To assess
faculty understanding of critical thinking and its importance to instruction, we recommend the Critical Thinking
Interview Profile For Teachers and Faculty
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/resources/PDF/Interview%20Questions%20for%20Teachers.pdf). By registering
as a member of the community, you will have access to streaming video, which includes a sample student
interview with Dr. Richard Paul and Rush Cosgrove.
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by Dr. Richard Paul 

 
Dissertation submitted to the University of California at Santa Barbara in partial fulfillment for the degree of Ph.D. in
Philosophy
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View Abstract
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Abstract%20from%20Dr.%20Richard%20Paul%27s%20dissertation.pdf) - View Full

Dissertation (Adobe Acrobat PDF) 
 

(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Dissertation.pdf)

 A C������� A������� �� R������ P���'� S���������� T����-������������
C��������� �� C������� T�������

 
by Enoch Hale, Ph.D.

Union Institute & University - Cincinnati, Ohio - October 2008

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Hale_PDE_Abstract.pdf)    Dissertation Table of Contents 
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/ToC_Hale_PDE_Final1.pdf)

C������� T������� �� ��� O����� T�������: A C��� ��� �� E������� ��� S���������
A������� 

 
by Rush Cosgrove

A research study focused on the extent to which the Oxford Tutorial promotes critical thinking
 

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/critical-thinking-in-the-oxford-tutorial-a-call-for-an-expli/1018) - View Full
Article (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07294360.2010.487259)
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by Rush Cosgrove 
 

Thesis submitted to the University of Oxford in partial fulfillment for the degree of M.Sc. in Higher Education
 

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Abstract-RCOSGROVE.cfm) - View Full Dissertation (Adobe Acrobat
PDF) 

(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Critical%20Thinking%20in%20the%20Oxford%20Tutorial.pdf)
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by Rush Cosgrove 

 
University of Cambridge -  Cambridge, UK - 2010 

 
View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org//research/AbstractThesis-RCOSGROVE.cfm)    View Dissertation

(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Rush%20Cosgrave%20Full%20Thesis.pdf)
 

(http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Critical%20Thinking%20in%20the%20Oxford%20Tutorial.pdf)

C������� T������� I���������� �� S������� G������ L�� A������ A��� H���
S������ 

 
by Paul Everett Thomas

A dissertation Submitted to the School of Education and Behavioral Studies in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree Doctor of Education (May, 1999) 

 

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Abstract-PETHOMAS.cfm) - View Full Dissertation (Adobe Acrobat
PDF) (http://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Azusa%20Pacific%20University_opt.pdf)
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Abstract of the Study, conducted by Jenny Reed, in partial fulfillment for her dissertation (October 26, 1998) 
 

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Abstract-JREED.cfm)  -  View Full Dissertation (Adobe Acrobat PDF)
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/resources/JReed-Dissertation.pdf)
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A R������� P������� P�������� �� ��� F������ O� ��� S����� 
�� E�������� A������ I������������ U��������� I� P������ F���������� �� ���

R����������� ��� ��� 
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Study conducted by J. Stephen Scanlan, San Diego (2006) 

 
View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Abstract-JSCANLAN.cfm)  -   View Full Dissertation (Adobe Acrobat

PDF) (http://www.criticalthinking.org/resources/SScanlan.pdf)
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Principal Researchers: Dr. Richard Paul, Dr. Linda Elder, and Dr. Ted Bartell

View Abstract (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Abstract-RPAUL-38public.cfm)   -   View the full study
(http://www.criticalthinking.org/store/products/california-teacher-preparation-for-instruction-in-critical-thinking/147)
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Dr. John Crook, West Side High School Principal 
 

View the Report (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/raising_SAT_and_ACT_Scores.cfm)
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by Debra Connerly 

 
Graceland University - Cedar Rapids, Iowa - December 2006 

 
View the Report (http://www.criticalthinking.org/research/Debra_Connerly_study.cfm)
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by Rob Niewoehner, Ph.D. U.S. Navy 
 

Graceland University - Cedar Rapids, Iowa - December 2006 
View the Report (http://www.criticalthinking.org/articles/engineering-reasoning.cfm)
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